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• BRISTOL TOWNSHIP/PUBLIC SAFETY

EPA's Kostmayer heads
investigation of explosion
The former Bucks Countv --•** **&>*)" »w Kostmaytr, administrator ofi IK iuiiuw BUWU v-wuniy Environmental Protection Agency's Phil*.
congressman said the-probe into <wphia office.
the chemical (explosion is going ySSttXffSttJSK
smoothly and that the air was not chemical Technologies inc. about poMiu*
contaminated harmful exposure to chemical vapora. Aconiaminaico. pluiot of chemkmi.Udto ̂ ^̂  „,. €Brttttd
•i Jmu tt. JUjiliM during tb» «plo«*oa. Pfcyaldana docribcd
cowttrTfeM* t*1* chemteaU invohrtd la the «xploaton aa
rr̂ Mr RW.IM r— m -- •— - - - ,,,._, cauftic orgute compound* that can caua*Forxntr Bncn coontir eommamaB Pcnr •n.rMDiniorTaDdaldBinluilona.

Kotouytr. namtdyottntar ̂te btad tba to-
vntlgadon into TocacUy'a exptotkm at *
Brt«o*Towmhlpch«mk«l plant, fridthtrt'5

th. eouaty
basta,andttwnhaibaainafiAior(«oiit8id-

Blast: Kostmayer heading chemical plant probe
• Hô ftaL "If I w«r« told that thtnga • Laon Cutler. 28, addnea

A total of 40 cwploTtM and were going vnaBtiafactorily, I unavailable, to fair comtttfen at
referring calls about pont- firelighters wen treated and r*- have the authority to sign a* ad- tht Hoapttat of the Unirereity of

Me after-effects to the EPA. but leased yesterday from Lower nm&tratH* order gtrincvi total Pennsylvania.
TatM saw hla office had not re- Bucks. Their injuries ranged control.'1 he said, adding that hv _.._ „___. M . u
ceivedany complainta. from cot* and bruise* to respte- agency *» leading the Inveatiga- - * O**™ ™*no»:̂ L. Ĵ?
Three people caoght to the tory condttiona and heat exnana* tton beean** of iu "reaoarca* S0̂ ,™ fHiN* a"~i**n •* **•blast remaiMd in Phltadelplrt* Urn. Mdewtee." PranWOrd Botpttal'a Tomsdal*

hospluU yesterday. A fourth Yesterday, Koatmayef arid Ma "it was a friendly takonr, C«mra>-
victtra admitted after the erp*o- agency was mordtortiig the ctatn- not a hoatO* one." Koatmayw • Olga Vetea. 40, of Bristol
iton — fireman Horace Hopnna op being conducted by the firm, quipped. Borough, In guarded condtttoi at
of Croydon — ws* dlsctaarged He said the wotfc appeared to b* TM three people remain!** rrankford HoapUal'a Torresdaw
yesterday front Lower Bucka satiafactorr. bospitaUaedwer*; Canpn.
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Blast at plant

closes 1-95
A mix of chemicals apparently caused the explosion ' •
at the Lower Bucks plant. One firefighter and several •
employees remained hospitalized last night j

ByMarkDaria ["7!~^\ - -x,« —. "^^ \
and Kathy Boccella t;V Imf • m"*'M2, ^ I

INQUIRER STAFF WRITERS
A late-morning explosion and fire

ripped through a Bucks County
chemical plant yesterday, forcing
nearly 40 people to seek emergency
care, closing Interstate 95 and the
Pennsylvania Turnpike, and making
hundreds flee their homes in the
path of a possible toxic menace.
The blast rumbled through. United

Chemical Technologies Inc. at 11:56
a.m., followed immediately by fire
and acrid smoke that rolled through
the plant and neighboring busi-
nesses at Keystone Industrial Park in
Bristol Township in lower Bucks
County. The fire burned for almost
three hours and caused nearly $5
million in damage before flreflght-
ers brought it under control
People requiring care were sent to

Lower Bucks Hospital for medical
treatment or to pass through a make- ^ "***«• ""**»'MICHAB-MALLY
shin shower set up on the hospital FlreflfhtMV spray water onto a
grounds, and many more in the area smoldering part of the plant, at
were forced to spend the afternoon the Keystone Industrial Park. The
away from home until police let fire burned almost three hours-. ..them return shortly after 6 p.m.
And, as the day ended, investlga- — *" ""

tors wondered what had happened to
cause a fire and explosion so severe
that they blew holes in the struc-
ture's roof and walls.
The recent heat wave could be the

culprit, federal environmental offi-
cials and company officials theo-
rized. High temperatures, on the first
day of summer, may have caused a
combustion between two chemicals
during an otherwise routine mixing
procedure, they said.
Whatever the cause, the blast set the

stage for a tense afternoon that passed
in a cacaphony of sirens, a blur of
emergency flashers and a series of
wide-eyed moments of worry.
Police and fireflghters evacuated

See EXPLOSION on A3
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Plant explosion
ignites confusion

"All of a sudden, the ceiling fell. The
smell was atrocious," said Hoenigke,
25. "I thought I was going to pass out."
The toll was heavy among firefight-

ers, too. Twenty-six suffered heal ex-
haustion or smoke inhalation, and
they and others also were treated for
chemical exposure at the makeshift
shower, made of white PVC pipe,
erected outside Lower Bucks Hospi-
tal's emergency-room entrance. Stepv
ping out of soiled clothing, the fire-,
fighterr washed off behind
tarpmUaftv and. emerged,

skinned and looking slightly sheep.
EXPLOSION from A1 ' "Then I saw it wasnt raining" ish, clad in sky-blue hospital garb.

an apartment complex, homes and Instead, a sudden fire had ignited > others remained on the scene, in-
businesses within a half-mile radius. chemicals, blowing out part of a wall j eluding federal Environmental Protec-
Retirees grabbed pets, young mothers aad blasting away a portion of th« \ tion Agency specialists and members
grasped toddlers' hands, and couples building's flat root said Ed Copper, | Ofthe Bucks County Incident Response
gave each other support as officials Bristol Township's fire marshal. Late -ĵ ,̂  ̂  me sun dipped below the
urged them to leave, and leave quickly. yesterday, he and other officials evergreens ringing the plant, the offl-
Others, all of them either United were trying to reconstruct the dals ĝ pp̂  gingerly into the still,

Chemical employees or firefighters, events leading up to the blast smoking site, looking for answers.
sought medical help at Lower Bucks A combination of two chemicals gome Qf ̂^ answers may.be hardâ sMSEEuf -s&ŝ u&sass »Kr̂ r«:inhalation president Those compounds, trichlor- EPAs regional director, we KHOW
One firefighter. Horace Hopkins, °silane and styrene, apparently com- f . , . . . , ,

34, of Croydon, remained overnight busted late in the morning, he said how [the chemicals combusted, but
at Lower Bucks for treatment of "We weren't expecting any reac- we dont know if it was employee
flash burns. Physicians also ordered eiJ!«J?ri c , IS?688' , fr
an airlift to the Hospital of the Uni- tion*" ne «**• "We do îs all ***** it iKr? alfeftdy.were tojktag jn»
versity of Pennsylvania for plant em- time-" SSIISlSSlSS'î HL zS?ployee Laura Cutler, 25, whose condi- B« tWs time, something - posst- haordous mater̂  Kostmayer added,
tion was listed as fair last night bly the recent heat wave — caused Tne plant has a short history at its
Two other employees, David Nor- tne chemicals to begin expanding as present attj. It relocated to the 200-

wood, 56, of New Hope, and Oln employees mixed them in a steel fere industrial park in January, mov-
Velez,49,of Bristol, were admitted to drum, said Telepchak. The employ- jng from Horsham in Montgomery
Frankford Hospital, Torresdak.Cam- «• «n and called for help. %%$£* %?!£» il ***** a
pus. Norwood was in stable condition Everything happened quickly after « mWion low-Interest loan to expand
with facial cuts and broken nose: that Pete Yurgel, the company's vice operattooj and planned to grow to
Velez was in guarded condition wit* president of operations, remembered nearly 100 workers in the next three
a head iniurv sitting down for an early lunch. "We /ears, said Bob Cormack, executive
Still others boarded school buses d̂ a noW *• said "We heard director of the Bucks County Indus-

that took them to a senior citizens' tne evacuation order [at the plant), trial Development Corp.
renter adjacent to thp Rrirtoi Town- Then we started a head count." It s a really neat company because
shTp MuScTpâ BuUd̂  lS S Telepchak said late last night that 7J it was doing great things," he said.
50 ̂SKiĉ &̂ d S< of the wmpanys 76 employees were It also was handling and storingi~uF auuw w»* «w«ui »̂  working at the time of the explosion. about 30 of the most hazardous chem-

Jer ML iTttdK. T116 blast and fire injured six employ- icals In existence. The compounds at
IIIM torn named TĈ  ee* two °* whom remained pinned the site included chloroform, sulfu-

l"6nT3l' 'pohcT'set up temporary underneath twisted steel and broken ric acid, bromine, potassium cyanide,
roadworks at i nm wnvino off tr»f* walls for nearly 30 minutes until fir»-• and chlorine, according to docu-I UQUl/lUvJUt ML L U*1U-| WaVlillt Ull LlaX* • __ _ _ m ̂*1 __. , _ . . _*—.*_ «*»i _.-*. _-_-._ _ » * • _ •fie between State Road 332 in Bensa-̂ - flgWers freed them, officials said, rnent* filed with state and federal
lem Township and the Old Lincoln A™00* *« injured was Barry agjmdes in Harrisburg.
Highway at Middletown Township, Raike,«,« $6.50-per-hour temporary Theip toxic presence was enough
The interstate reooened at 3-20 o m worker who was assembling medical to prompt officials to empty neign-
Official abo ffiy doled a Snt equipment in a room with six othen borhoods and highways, and even ta

mile section of the Pennsylvania "whtn evervthln8 went to J"1̂  clea[ ̂e airspace above the site as
Turnpike. They also shut off Bertram Debrls "i*"* froi» ev<W directionv smoke rose into the sky and sirens
Road, the only artery leading to the knocking him to the floor, Raike re- sounded everywhere.
center of the sprawling industrial ff̂ JP **Jr~A al J/)wef *"*•
park that suddenly became the focus Hospital to be treated for cut* and
of the entire Won bruises. The room went dark and

It was an afternoon of massive con- {<•*• "J*1*1 to anotiier office, where
fusion. For Ken Pabon, it began with befound others in the dust and din.
thunder Or so he thouizht explosion sounded like a bomb
"It was almost lunchtime when I J° MfnJ Hoe ̂ who cut her left

heard it - BoomT said Pabon, 31. He £« f ?• mel« toUowing toe blast
stood on the edge of Ford Road, just S1?e had **£ on ̂  W two days
outside his apartment' at Keystone w.he.n mf U8nts went out ln ner P8"
Gardens, as fireflghters and police of tne P1*111
began urging everyone in the 617-
unit complex to leave.
"Boom/" Pabou repeated. "I

thought it was thunder, so I looked

outsldethewlndow flRioooie



Some didn't get the word, but fled anyway
i

Not oilplant neighbors were eager to evacuate. And not all were told to. I
By Dong Donovan joined other residents along Avenue trickled into the senior citizens* was making much sense to Nancy]

and Marguerite P. Jones E in the Newportville neighborhood center, Loretta Sloan was on watch, Anderson. Anderson, who lives]
INQUIRER CORRESPONDENTS of Bristol Township, who were stand- scouting the area for her 25-year- next door to Compton, was busy

Connie Compton was sitting at a ing at the edges of their lawns, un- old daughter, Tina. packing her mini-van with the four
table beneath her bedroom win* sure of where to go or what to do as An accountant with United children she was baby-sitting, her
clow typing a letter to her brother the smoke rose overhead. Chemical, Tina Sloan had called two dogs and a recalcitrant cat.
at midday yesterday when the ex- Everyone mentioned a rumor of her mother from a nearby business When everyone was ready to go,
plosion shook her house. The force evacuation. But no one was leav- just after the explosion. Anderson looked up at the overcast
of '' blast rattled a set of five Ing. Yet There was no sign of the "She was really shook up," said sky that earlier was covered with
auu ,phed baseballs and a figu- police or firefighters. Apparently, Loretta Sloan, "but she was all right" black smoke.
rine of the Virgin Mary that sat on they were busy evacuating neigh- Three hours later, however, Sloan "I didn't hear anything" of an
the windows!!!, boring sites, such as Keystone In- had no Idea where her daughter had evacuation, she said. "And no-
Compton, 33, jumped from her dustrial Park, Bristol Plaza shop- gone after the evacuation. body's closer [to the factory] than

chair and looked out the window, ping center and Keystone Gardens Police reported that some Key- us."
Through a line of trees running apartment complex. stone Gardens residents were ini- For Anderson and her neighbors,
along her back yard she saw black By midafternoon almost 50 peo- tially reluctant to leave their apart- the only news of an evacuation came
smoke rising from the United pie had filed into the Bristol Town- ments or wanted to wait for pedaling down the street more than
Chemical Technologies Inc. plant ship Senior Citizens Center, beside relatives to pick them up. But other two hours after the explosion. A
less than 200 yards away. the Municipal Building, the official neighbors of United Chemical were young man in a red-hooded sweat
Across the street, Jessica Sea- site for evacuees who had nowhere not even given official notification shirt, who said he was a volunteer

bridge, 14, and a friend were sitting else to go. of an evacuation from their homes, fireflghter, rode his black mountain
at Seabridge's newspaper-covered "I'm a nervous wreck," said 79- Mary Jacobs of Avenue E, for bike up and down the street advising
kitchen table doing their nails when year-old Loretta Keith, who lives in Instance, hadn't heard anything residents to get out
the entire house moved. Seabridge the 617-unit Keystone Gardens. "I from police or firefighters. She was Avenue E, he said, "should have
said she immediately closed all the called all my friends, but no one worried enough, however, that she been the first place [evacuated]."
windows and doors while her two. was home. It's awful when you decided to take her three children By that time, however, most of
dogs ran barking through the houstu have to leave your own home." to her mother's In Delran, NJ. people in the neighborhood had
When she went outside, .Seabridgfc - As each new group of tvacuees Nothing on Tuesday afternoon taken it upon themselves to head out

flRIOOOI7 3 0?*
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Water could be cause
EXPLOSION from B1

_. ..._ the Bucks County Health
Department, said an oily sheen was
visible on water outside the'plant,

~ . • . • indicating some contamination̂ -; .
The exolosion Was the Second time a Chemical mil Noll drew samples yesterday freavme expiusivii vvoo ui« ̂  irtw4.»n VMMit drinking water wells at three homes
went haywire. Officials defended the plant s record.. abutting the plant. He said the

county should know in two weeks if
in one of the factory's containment contaminants reached the wells. He
rooms forcing an. evacuation of em- said the Health Department has not
ployees from the plant, Pollock said. advised residents against drinking^ sssSd»̂  ̂5371,̂ , vcr "̂ ĉ̂ -,*,-.sassr -7to - ŝsfffssas,̂£i?£Sfiftsassr jstt'SESSKSs- "wafssu*-^H0pe.

qK fl̂  teal mixture into a 55-gallon drum and Olga Velez, 49, of Bristol, were
Th«w27the second uncontrolled without an adverse reaction. But being treated at Frankford Hospital,
rhTS^rSSSta™ factory when they poured the mixture into a "̂̂ Cn̂  Itaî  wiiiah .

tow holes in the rS £Sd5£. and then capped it, stable condition with cuts and a bro-iewuuitauiiu. bw oes n e . ,since June lu.Diewuuitauiiu noticed a swelling and rum- ken nose. Vele* was in guarded con
and sent nearly « Pwjto ̂ ĴS mL he Sd. OfflcSbtolteve there dition with a head inju?y. The thirdpital suffering from smoke £hala- ĝ je jam. wn™ employee, Laura Cutler, 25, of Phila-

?n? mfl̂  and S Toui?sa?d̂ eaction between delphi, was in fair condition at the
fvVml^? thewater and chemicals - styrene Hospital of the University of Penn

»̂
no inlSries, was unrelated to Tues- officials saidyesterday ̂  they had
dayfs explosion, and he defended the not completed their investigation
rnmoanv's safety record. and could not comment.
CThPe Tst tncfdent involved a » DavM NoU envkonme
liter flask of chemicals that exploded - See EXPLOSION on

Lower Bucks Hospital Wednesday tion in late 1993 — shortly before the has no record of United Chemical,
evening. He was injured while trying sale of the plant — found that the even though the company is re-
to assist another firefighter who ran factory had met the necessary re- quired to file quarterly hazardous
out of air in the balding. quirements, EPA records show. waste reports. "The company does
United Chemical Technologies, United Chemical officials said yes- not appear in the records we have In

formerly of Horsham, purchased the terday that the factory was In full the office," said Novak.
Bristol Township factory In Ndvem- compliance by Nov. 2, when the com- However. Mark McHenry, United

t from..Htuls Anwrica inc., a Pis- pany acquired the business. "Every- chemical safety manager, said the
cataway, N.J., chemical company. thing was cleaned up before we took company filed with the DER in April
Under Huls America's ownership, over," said Michael Telepchak, the necessary report on the compa-

the factory was fined by the Occupa- United Chemical's president "We ny's disposal practices.
tlonal Safety and Health Admlnistra- wanted the building to be environ- - ——— —————————— - —— -
tion in 1992 and 1993 for safety viola- mentally sound and violation free."
tions. In 1992 a $1,875 fine was levied United Chemical got a low-interest
for improper storage of flammable loan through the Bucks County In-
liquids, improper tagging of danger- dustrial Development Corp. to buy
ous equipment, and a deficient emer- the Bristol Township factory, in the
gency-response plan, OSHA records Keystone Industrial Park.
show. In 1993, a $562 fine was levied As part of the agreement for the
for failing to provide instructions to loan. United Chemical said it would
employees about what to do during a hire ' 70 employees over the next
fire, and for a partially obstructed three years, Bucks County officials
emergency exit, blocked access to said. United Chemical hired about 35
fire extinguishers and inappropri- former Huls America employees.
ately stored oxygen cylinders. The company now has 75 employ-
In 1991, the EPA sent a "notice of ees w!io assemble plastic medical de-

violation" for certain regulatory fail- vices and process chemicals.
ures, including improper record- State Department of Envlronmen-
keeping and inappropriate storage of tal Resources spokeswoman Chris
chemical drums. A follow-up inspec- Novah said yesterday that her agency
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